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tion. They eddied and swirled throughout the nineteenth cen-
tury, now converging powerfully in one direction, now collid-
ing in a turbulent spurt of foam, tossing on their crests a rich
profusion of men and parties. France was in a sea of troubles,
but it was not without its moments of beauty and greatness.
Spun at last into the whirlpool of overwhelming national de-
feat, diverse men and movements were drawn closer together
for a moment—for long enough, perhaps—to join hands and
gain more tranquil waters. From this moment of enforced col-
laboration was born that prolonged experiment in reconcilia-
tion which history knows as the Third Republic. But none
could forget the past, and to memories of old disputes were
added new discords. This chapter has been necessary because
the Third Republic was haunted by history. Frenchmen
thought incorrigibly in historical terms. Her great political
leaders—Guizot and Jaures, like Thiers and Lamartine before
them—wrote big-scale historical studies of the French Revolu-
tion and its consequences.1 Political oratory, no less than politi-
cal writing, constantly appealed to the experience of recent
history. Even the stoutest champions of the democratic repub-
lic were tied as securely to the past as had been the ancien regime
of the eighteenth century. Frenchmen remained traditionalists
even when they were being most progressive and revolutionary.
Perhaps the central weakness of the revolutionary tradition,
in the last analysis, was the lack of a skilful political leader
whose faith in the ideal of liberty was matched by his faith in
the ideal of equality, and whose personality and statecraft were
competentto bridge the apparent gap between democracy and
government. This two-fold dichotomy, as we have seen, was
the geological 'fault9 running through all strata of the revolu-
tionary tradition. Who, after all, were the outstanding French
Radicals of the early nineteenth century? Victor Hugo and
Lamartine? Both were greater as romantic poets than as practi-
cal statesmen: both started as Bourbon Royalists: both were
democrats by emotion rather than by intellect. Their senti-
1 C£ A. Thiers: Histoire de la Revolution Frangaise (1827); Jean
Jaures: Histoire Sodaliste (1924); F. Guizot: Histoire de France (1879);
A. de Lamartine: Histoire des Girondins (1847).

